
 

 

Workshop 

October 26, 2016 

The Workshop convened at 8:39 a.m. 

 

 

Those in attendance: Joe Gregory, Dean Patches, Colleen Gallo, Matt Sauers, Dick Musser, Jeff 

Golding, Mickey Gartlan and Jennifer Harding. 

 

Hain Avenue – Russell Atkins and Gene Wolfe 

There are concerns that chicken houses will be constructed on a farm bordering Hain Avenue.  

There are concerns that if Hain Avenue is used by the trucks accessing the chicken houses, it 

will have an adverse effect on the road.  Also, the road is narrow and two vehicles cannot pass 

which will cause additional concerns for access with tractor trailers on the road.   

 All parties (township, zoning and township engineer) are on notice and are waiting for a 

plan submittal to see what is going to be proposed. 

 

New Business 

Laminating Maps 

 Supervisor Patches moved to authorize the large maps from the 1980/1990’s issued by 

 Lebanon County, be laminated at a price not to exceed $400.00.  Seconded by 

 Supervisor Gregory.  All voted in favor; motion carried. 

 

CDL and Trailer GVW – This item will be tabled until the Township attends CDL Training. 

 

Ken and Hilda Blatt – 67 Shirksville Road 

The Blatt’s have concerns with the amount of property tax they currently pay.  They would be 

interested in possibility subdividing five acres from their lot and transferring the land to their 

son’s neighboring farm.  The Blatt’s have the information to contact the SEO regarding a 

previously approved alternate septic location should they proceed with the subdivision plan.  

The possibility of entering into the Clean and Green program was also discussed.   

 

Keep America Beautiful 

 Supervisor Patches moved to enter into the Keep America Beautiful program which 

 would involve the installation of signs on the roads in the program and picking up the 

 trash bags by the Township.  Seconded by Supervisor Gregory.  All voted in favor; 

 motion carried. 

 

 



 

 

Discussion was held regarding septic complaint investigations and how to proceed with areas 

that are becoming increasingly unsightly. 

 

Old Business 

Stormwater Mapping 

Jeff Golding pointed out that it will be necessary to make sure that the Township is 

mindful of locating areas of potential pollutants that are between the sampling point and 

outfalls when they are outside the MS4 area. 

 Mr. Golding has been in touch with DEP and Municipalities can get credit for work in 

another drainage basin when they are working together as part of intermunicipal partnership, 

as long as the appropriate paperwork is on file. 

 Township’s cannot get credit for Ag Credits such as cover crops.  If a municipality has an 

agreement with farmers, then the municipality can get credit for stream bank restoration 

projects and riparian buffers. 

 

Jim Horn – representing Rockwell Tactical. 

They currently provide modular training and are looking for a location for permanent training 

facility.  They are currently looking at 412 acres in Monroe Valley, all within Swatara Township, 

to establish this facility.  The preliminary plans would be for bunk houses, a pro-shop, 

classrooms and three firing ranges.  They currently provide tactical training and they would be 

interested in having a membership base once established for use of their firing ranges.  Studies 

have been completed that show their proposed ranges have a 1 in a million possibility for a 

ricochet off their range.  If constructed they would have the longest open range in 

Pennsylvania.  Discussion was held regarding the zoning, sewer, water and noise concerns.  It 

was also noted that should large vehicles be required for construction; Monroe Valley Drive 

requires bonding.  They propose to reestablish the timber area and install fences along their 

property boundary to the south. 

 Jeff Golding suggested that a sketch plan be submitted with the ranges laid out and the 

square footage of the proposed bunk houses so that appropriate direction can be provided for 

stormwater management and zoning.  The plans should include phasing. 

 

Land Purchase Old Route 22 

If it is deemed necessary, Atty. Gallo will prepare an extension of the sales agreement. 

 

Street and Sidewalks 

The comments from the Street and Sidewalk draft ordinance were reviewed and commented 

upon.  A revised ordinance is to be prepared and distributed. 

 



 

 

 

Special Events Ordinance 

The number of attendees that trigger a permit were discussed as were the waiver 

requirements.  A revised ordinance is to be prepared and distributed. 

 

Zoning Chapter 27, Part 20 

This section is to be reviewed by Matt Sauers and suggestions made to modify this section to 

reflect the current Zoning, UCC and Occupancy Permit procedures in place within the Township. 

 

With no further comment or discussion, the workshop adjourned at 11:55 a.m.  

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

      Jennifer Harding     

      Mickey Gartlan 


