
 

 

Swatara Township Planning Commission 

November 4, 2021 

 

Board Members in attendance were Terry Brandt, Dean Patches, Steve Steiner, Brian Vragovich 

and Jeff Werner.  Also in attendance was Ward Sigler and Trish Harris. 

 

Jeff Werner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Minutes 

The minutes were read and stand approved as read. 

  

To accommodate the schedules of the public in attendance, Mr. Werner took the agenda out of 

order. 

 

New Business 

Traffic Light Request – Ward Sigler 

Mr. Sigler outlined statistics from the National Highway Safety Board regarding traffic 

accidents.  Annually there are 40,000 lives lost to traffic accidents; 10,000 of which are at 

intersections and 7,000 of those are at intersections without traffic lights.  Mr. Sigler is asking 

the Planning Commission to support his efforts to recommend to the Board of Supervisors the 

need for a traffic light at the intersection of SR22 and N. Lancaster Street.  An outline of the 

traffic light process as explained to Township Staff from PennDot, CM High and other Township 

was provided with estimated costs.  Mr. Sigler and the Planning Commission members discussed 

grant funding, other street lights along the SR22 corridor and the preemption signals on fire 

trucks. 

 

 Mr. Werner moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they seek grant 

 funding for a traffic study at this intersection.  Seconded by Terry Brandt.  Dean Patches 

 abstained from the vote.  Mr. Steiner, Werner, Vragovich and Branch, voted in favor; 

 motion carried. 

 

2022 Meeting Dates 

 Mr. Patches moved to recommend the 2022 dates for the first Thursday in each month as 

 the meeting dates for the Planning Commission.  Seconded by Mr. Vragovich.  All voted 

 in favor; motion carried.  

 

Old Business 

Ordinance Discussions: 

 I.  Zoning Ordinance Discussions 

  A.  Manufactured Homes 

  Chapter 14 and Chapter 27, Part 10A have conflicting sections regarding 

Manufactured Home Parks.   

 Mr. Steiner moved to recommend to the Board that Chapter 14 and Chapter 27, Part 10A 

 be changed to reflect that Manufactured Home Parks should be at least 8 in size, or 

 usable acres and of a size not to exceed 25 acres.  They must also meet all other 



 

 

 requirements of these sections.  Seconded by Mr. Brandt.  All voted in favor; motion 

 carried.  

The Planning Commission will all review definitions for Usable Acres for inclusion in these 

sections. 

 

B.  Solar Arrays 

 A brief discussion of solar arrays was held. This matter will be tabled for the New Year. 

 

 C.  Dwelling Definitions – 27:17 and 27:18 - Tabled 

 

 D.  Small Projects Stormwater Application – Square Footage 

 Discussion was held regarding the need for a minimum square footage of project that 

would trigger the need for a Small Projects Stormwater Application.  Some members of the 

planning commission have had bad experiences with water from neighboring properties.   

 

 Mr. Steiner moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors two triggers.  Properties 

 under one acre in size, proposing a project no more than 200 square feet in size and have 

 a 30 foot vegetative buffer and those properties at least one acre in size proposing a 

 project no more than 600 square feet in size and have a 30’ vegetative buffe be exempt 

 from submitting a small projects stormwater project application.  In addition, it is 

 recommended that there be an in-house inspection done upon receipt of any small 

 projects stormwater applications to ensure compliance and determine potential issues.  

 Seconded by Mr. Patches.  All voted in favor; motion carried. 

 

 E.  Codification Review - Tabled 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

With no further comment or discussion, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

        

  

  

Jennifer Harding 


